                                                                                                                                        [image: image1.png]PRIME NETWORK

GUARANTEED CONNECTIVITY





September 13, 2006

PRIME simplifies integration – a continuing success story

At the IfraExpo 2004 in Amsterdam, nine well-known manufacturers from the printing industry formed an association with the objective of simplifying integration in projects for customers and the firms involved. The association is called “Print Media Network”, in short PRIME. The member firms belonging to "PRIME" are (in alphabetical order): ABB, EAE, FERAG, FUNKINFORM, JJK Verlagssoftware, Koenig & Bauer AG, Krause-Biagosch, Q.I. Press Controls and WIFAG.

With the above-mentioned goal of wanting to reduce the integration effort for customers and the firms involved in mind, the members of the association also set themselves three subgoals:

· to create a standard basic workflow for publishers, printers and sales

· to create a standard glossary (technical terms and their standard use)

· to define simplified interfaces between the individual workflow modules on the basis of recognized standards (e.g. AdsML and IFRAtrack ) through pragmatic solution approaches

The members of "PRIME" also announced that they would present the first results of the creation of an open integration model in 2005. This target was achieved.

Current status

Since the association's formation, nine interfaces have been defined between the individual production systems. All of them have been successfully put into operation in different installations.

In the meantime, on the basis of a standardized workflow for publishers and printers which was defined by the members, all the basic interfaces have been defined in the printing area and successfully implemented in projects.

This means that nearly all printing plants, in which Print Media Network members are involved in reinvestment or reorganization operations, are using the standardized PRIME interfaces. Its success is without parallel, exceeding all of the committee's expectations.

The main focus in the coming years is to promote PRIME's objectives among publishers, because it has not been possible to successfully develop this area yet.

Since membership of PRIME has grown over the past years to also include major publishing system manufacturers (ppi Media GmbH, alfa Media Partner GmbH), the chance of also repeating the success, which has already been achieved at printer level, among publishers is good.

General meeting / committee elections
At the annual general meeting, which is taking place at the same time as the IfraExpo, the main points of the agenda to be discussed by all PRIME members will include the acceptance of new members and also committee elections.

New developments will be announced at the press conference which is scheduled for the IfraExpo.

Additional information
For additional information, please visit the webpage of Print Media Network e.V. at www.printmedianetwork.net.

[image: image1.png]